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Patras is located, in the northern Peloponnese, 215 km west of Athens. The 
city is built at the foothills of Mountain Panachaikon, overlooking the Gulf 
of Patras. With a population of 213,984, is considered to be Greece’s third 
largest city and the regional capital of Western Greece. The core settle-
ment has a history spanning for four millennia; in the Roman period it 
had become a cosmopolitan center of the eastern Mediterranean whilst, 
according to the Christian tradition, it was also the place of Saint An-
drew'smartyrdom. Dubbed as Greece's Gate to the West, Patras is a com-
mercial hub, while its busy port is a nodal point for trade and communica-
tion with Italy and the rest of Western Europe.The city has two public uni-
versities and one Technological  Institute, hosting a large student popula-
tion and rendering Patras an important scienti�c center with a �eld of ex-
cellence in technological education. The Rio-Antirio bridge connects 
Patras' easternmost suburb of Rio to the town of Antirrio as well as the 
Peloponnese peninsula with mainland Greece. Every year, the city hosts 
one of Europe's largest carnivals: notable features of the Patras Carnival 
include its mammoth satirical �oats and balls and parades, enjoyed by 
hundreds of thousands of visitors in a Mediterranean climate. Patras is 
also famous for supporting an indigenous cultural scene active mainly in 
the performing arts and modern urban literature. It was European Capital 
of Culture in 2006.



Meet Patras!
Welcome to Patras, a bustling student city, a place where entertainment, history and culture mingle together 
to create a destination �lled with wonderful discoveries!
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University of Patras
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 The University of Patras was founded in the city of Patras in 1964 and it began functioning in the Academic year of 
1966-67, this contributed vastly to the decentralization of Academic Education in Greece. In June 2013 the University 
of West Greece was incorporated in the University of Patras. It  is a two-city campus, situated both in Patras and Agrin-
ion. The campus in Patras is located 12 km east of the city of Patras, in the suburb Rion, covering a vast area of 2.656 
acres. The campus is a self-contained campus located at the foot of Mount Panachaico with a view over the Gulf of 
Corinth and the mountains of Central Greece across the water.
 The University of Patras is the third largest University in Greece regarding the size of student potential, the Faculty 
Members, Administrative Personnel, number of departments, and accredited student titles. It includes 24 Departments, 
with a large number of sectors and consequenly  a great range of disciplines, which operate 161 laboratories and 17 
fully equipped clinics. Until July 2018, Univerisity of Patras has 32,398 Undergraduate and 3,781 Postgraduate students, 
a total of 633 faculty members, 191 Teaching and Technical sta� as well as 357 Administrative Personnel. 



Transpotation in the City

Patras main public transpotation is urban bus and suburban railway. Both of them connect the city center 
with the university and the suburbs. Of course, if you want you can always use taxis or go on foot!
 Urban transpotation in Patras, is divided into 2 zones, A & B. Tickets’ prices are di�erent for each zone.

Zone A

* 1,2€ standard ticket
*  0,6€ student ticket

Zone B

* 1,7€ standard ticket
*  0,8€ student ticket

 Buy your tickets in advance, from the respective kiosks or the ticket 
stands because otherwise you’ll have to pay 2€ for a ticket at the bus 
driver.

When buying a student ticket, always have your student card with 
you. Random checks happen anytime on the bus!

http://www.astikopatras.gr/home.php

All tickets are one way!
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The Patras Suburban Railway runs every hour daily, from 6:23 in the morning until 23:23 in the evening. It 
connects the city’s two ends, from Agios Andreas to Rio and Agios Vasilios, o�ering a fast and comfortable 
transportation by-passing the city’s tra�c. In cooperation with external partner, with integrated tickets and 
cards at low prices, the Suburban service carries passengers fast and a�ordably  to the Hospital of Rio and 
the University of Patras, by transfer at Kastellokampos, facilitating thus the daily commute of  students, 
workers  and travellers.

Tickets are sold only at the central train station in Patras 
and at speci�c kiosks. 

http://tiny.cc/suburban-railway

* 1,4€ standard ticket
* 1,0€ student ticket

All tickets are one way!
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How to get here

By Bus

Your destination is “Interurban Bus Station of Perfectur of Achaea” which is located at Zaimi 
2 & Othonos Amalias, very close to the hotel

Departure from Athens
A bus trip from Athens to Patras normally takes 2,5-3 hours.
More info: https://tinyurl.com/athens2patra

                        
Departure from Thessaloniki

A bus trip from Thessaloniki to Patras normally takes 7 hours.
More info: https://tinyurl.com/thessaloniki2patra

                        
Departure from Chania

First you take the boat and then continue with the bus for 
Patras. More info: https://tinyurl.com/chania2patra
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Your destination is “Interurban Bus Station of Perfectur of Achaea” which is located at Zaimi 
2 & Othonos Amalias, very close to the hotel

By Train

Unfortunately, there is no direct route by train from Athens or Thessaloniki to Patras. It is possible though 
to arrive to Kiato by train and then, with the same ticket you can take the bus to Patras. Your destination is
the central train station of Patras, which is very close to the hotel.

For more info visit http://www.trainose.gr/

When you arrive at Kiato, the bus will be parked 
outside the station. Remember to keep your ticket!
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By Car

Departure from Athens

This route have toll fees. For the prices’ list
visit the site https://www.olympiaodos.gr/

Departure from Thessaloniki

You might want to check for toll fees

When arriving to the Rion-Antitio bridge you
need to pay toll fees. Alternatively, you can use 
the ferry which is a lot cheaper.

https://www.gefyra.gr/en/prices/Aplh-Dieleush/
http://rio-antirrio.blogspot.com/
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Competition places & AccomModation

The accommodation place will be at the Adonis City Hotel: http://www.adoniscityhotel.gr/en-gb
The competition places will be at the Adonis City Hotel Conference room and at the conference room of
Agora Argyrh: http://agoraargiri.blogspot.com/p/blog-page.html

Agora Argyrh Adonis City Hotel

The competition places and the accommodation place are right next to each other as well as next to
the central bus station.
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WALKING AROUND THE CITY
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If you have some extra days at Patras, you might wanna take a walk 
around.One of the most important sights of the city is the Cathedral of 
Agios Andreas. It is the largest temple of Greece ans  was built in the 
20th century in the Byzantine architectural style. Seating around 5,000 
people, the church was dedicated to Apostle Saint Andrews, the patron 
of the city. Tradition has it that he was martyred by cruci�xion in the city 
of Patras, and the cathedral is an important pilgri age shrine, as his skull 
and pieces of the cross he was cruci�ed on are preserved in a reliquary 
by the altar. The church is also home to spectacular icons and paintings.

You can also visit Patra’s Castle. It was built by the Byzantine Emper-
or Justinian I upon the ruins of the ancient acropolis and has borne 
witness to the city’s tumultuous history. The open-air theatre, with 
its majestic view of the city, holds various cultural events through-
out the year.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS

POLICEPolice 100
Location: Ermou 95

Ambulance 166
Location 1: General University Hospital, Rio 265 04
Location 2: Patras General Hospital “Agios Andreas”, Tsertidou 1, Patra 263 32

Fire Brigade 199
Location: Navarinou, Patra 262 22
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Medical Insurance
Personal hygiene items
Special Medication that you might need
Towels
Student Card
Extra money for personal needs
Fancy clothes for the O�cial Opening and Closing
This survival guide
Your smile and good mood :)

Please make sure to bring these stu� with you!
Do not leave the house without double checking the list!

 

Important stuff
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Georgia Gogoulou
Main Organizer

email: georgia.gogoulou@BEST.eu.org
phone number: +30 6979251760

Foteini Ifanti
Coordinator

email: foteini.ifanti@BEST.eu.org
phone number: +30 6972007926

PATRAS

email: patras@best.eu.org Facebook Pages:
- BEST Patras

- EBEC Greece

www.bestpatras.gr
http://ebecgreece.org/el/
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Let’s Talk


